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Note from the Principal 
 

Hello Otter Families, 
 
In reflecting on the purpose of Veterans Day, I’ve thought about the freedoms we can enjoy here in the US. My father 
served in the military and my grandfather served as well during WWII. Their stories and the stories of other Veterans 
certainly influence my perspective about these privileges. The dedication and willingness our Veterans demonstrate pro-
tect our freedoms to travel, to worship, to speak our thoughts, and to live our dreams. Having lived abroad, I know from 
experience these are freedoms that we can take for granted at times, but they do not come without great sacrifice. For 
these men and women, I am indeed grateful. May your reflections include gratitude for these folks as you spend time 
with family and friends during the three-day weekend. 
 
Warmly, 
Fritz Gere 
Cedar River Elementary, Principal 

 General Meeting - We will have our Monthly General Meeting in the Library @7pm. 

Family Fun Night @ Clayopatra’s We are hosting a Family Paint Night with Clayopatra 
Studio on November 17th from 6:00-8pm in Gym A. See the flyer for more information.  

O.A.R. Shout Outs!!! -  Please turn in your October reading log by Tuesday, 11/7! The No-
vember reading log is here. Students who read each month will earn a special exclusive charm at the 

end of the year. Congrats to September class winners: K-2nd was 4-way tie between Ms. Campbell, Ms. Kalash, Ms. Huerta, 
and Ms. Turian's classes. For 3rd-5th, congrats to Mrs. Nickel's class with over 35,000 minutes read! Questions, please 
email: OAR@CRESpto.net.  

Staff Appreciation– We have a Teacher's Favorite Things list and our Amazon Wishlist to stock the staff room. If you 
would like to help us stock the staff room with goodies for the staff, use this link- https://www.crespto.net/programs/staff-
appreciation 

PTO  
NEWS  
(click above for the 

PTO website)  

Cup Stacking Fundraiser 
 

CRES students will start our cup stacking unit November 6th in PE.  The activi-
ties are helpful to develop motor skills, patterning, sequencing, focus and ambi-
dexterity.  Mr. and Mrs. Milligan have had many kids ask in the past about get-
ting a speed stack set.  We have set up a fundraiser through Speed Stack if you 

are interested in getting a set.  Students do not need their own for PE.  Purchas-
es through Speed Stack can be made starting October 30th and is open until No-

vember 17th. Please see the flyer on how to get a set sent directly to your 
home.  Purchases through Speed Stack helps raise funds that will go to the PTO. 

Assessment and Support for Elementary Literacy Success  
 

Our Teaching and Learning Department hosted a parent webinar last week dis-
cussing the elementary DIBELS assessment and how we will use the data to sup-

port students, as well as a brief explainer about our elementary Reading Assis-
tance Program, also called RAP!  

Check out the webinar recording here. 

Picture Retakes 

Picture Retake Day is November 

13. If your student was absent on 

Picture Day click here and enter 

Cedar River to order pictures. If 

you were not happy with your pic-

tures, simply send the package to 

school with your student on Nov. 

13th for retakes.  You can also pick 

up paper order forms from the 

office.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ytg8Dk28HKNtA-O5IQkQyQwSqFAEvFP4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ytg8Dk28HKNtA-O5IQkQyQwSqFAEvFP4/view
mailto:OAR@CRESpto.net
https://www.crespto.net/programs/staff-appreciation
https://www.crespto.net/programs/staff-appreciation
https://www.crespto.net/
https://www.crespto.net/
https://www.speedstacks.com/go-direct/279846-10346602/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/CPNAXCPYx9k9o4BM9vflPg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRnJC8_P0SBaHR0cHM6Ly90YWhvbWEuem9vbS51cy9yZWMvcGxheS9yaTVsdkIzNXdEa0k1RGlXNWZraHpacWRmUGMybm9XbjROeXgyYXJaZV9vYlQzYVNfQ1R2SkhFN09ZSnRhLWtybjcyRzB2ZHR4WFVzUkxBZC50cFJYd1BUY1hpd1RGb1I2
https://www.mydorian.com/search/account/e36fdcec-c253-442b-a2b1-9699aa6dc424/
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Maple Valley Food 

Bank Holiday Gift Drive 

 

The Milligans will be collecting toys and gift cards 
for the MV Food Bank again this year.  They will be 
starting November 6th and ending November 30th in 
order to transport toys to the Food Bank on Friday, 
December 1st.   There will be a collection bin in Gym 
A or parents can drop off items in the office. 

Ms. Lisa’s Library Line 

 

Hello Otters!  Sadly, this is my last library note to 

you.  I will be moving to Tahoma High School this com-

ing week to start a new job.  My library work has been 

a true joy and I will miss it and all our Otters terri-

bly! There will be someone hired This week to fill my 

position.  I wish each of our Otters all the best and I 

hope they will come say hi to me at the high school, 

once they are students there, or around the communi-

ty.  

Ms.  Lisa 

lkelley@tahomasd.us 

425-413-5404 

Do you enjoy working at your child’s school?  

Hello Families, 
  
We have hired some great new staff members at Cedar River but we wish we had even more. We are still in need of substitute paraedu-
cators. This is a great option for those of you who would love a more flexible option to work with the best students and staff around! 
Even if you are only able to work one day a week, we love having Otter parents as substitutes. If you are interested, please check out 
our hiring portal here:  
  
https://www.tahomasd.us/employment 
 

The Substitute Paraeducator position can be found on page two. The location says Central Service Center, but once you are hired as a 
substitute you can select which schools you are willing to work at. 

  
Thank you for considering! 
Fritz Gere 

Cedar River Elementary Principal 5th Grade Families 
 

Cedar River will have our Veterans Day Pro-
gram on Thursday, November 9th from 9:45-10:20am 
in Gym B.  Following the assembly, the PTO will host 
a reception in the Library for all Military Veterans 
and their spouses. 

 
 We will honor our guest Veterans with a spe-
cial musical presentation by our 5th grade students. 
There will be some reserved parking near the front 
entrance of CRES for the cars of our Veterans. 

 Zero Hour 

Link 

mailto:lkelley@tahomasd.us
https://www.tahomasd.us/employment
https://cdnsm5-ss19.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/File/Zero%20Hour%20Schedule%20CRES%2023_24.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss19.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/File/Zero%20Hour%20Schedule%20CRES%2023_24.pdf

